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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see Applicant Remarks, filed 03/23/06, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-30, 32-44 under 35 USC 103(a) have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon 
further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Yu et al. (U.S. 
Patent Application Publication number 2004/0181591 A1) and Wells U.S. Patent 
Number 6,846,238). 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-44 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-28, 30, 32, 35-42, 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yu et al. (hereinafter "Yu"; U.S. Patent Application Publication 
2004/0181591 A1) in view of Wells (hereinafter "Wells"; U.S. Patent Number 



6,846,238). 
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Regarding claim 1, with reference to figures 1-4, Yu discloses a method for 
tracking use of an application on a wireless device (abstract, see [0024]), capable of 
communicating with a server through a wireless communication network (figure 1, see 
[0025]), comprising the steps of: 

receiving a subscription request for the application from a user in response to the 
subscription request, establishing a subscription plan for the user, wherein the 
subscription plan includes available resource information ([0032] - [0034], [0037] - 
[0038]); receiving a request for use of an application from the wireless device ([0024], 
[0027], [0033]). 

However, Yu does not explicitly disclose the step of adjusting the available 
resource information before transmitting the available resource information to the 
wireless device. 

In an analogous art, Wells teaches a wireless game player system (abstract, 
figures 4-5). Wells further teaches the step of adjusting the available resource 
information before transmitting the available resource information to the wireless device 
(columns 9-1 1 , specifically line 4-14 of column 11). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the steps of adjusting the available 
resources before transmitting to the user, as taught by Wells, to the system of Yu in 
order to inform user of the available credit (time left) before using the application in 
order to have an informed decision before using the application (control one's money by 
not spend more than the available credit that the user initially set aside). 
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Regarding claim 2, Yu further teaches wherein the application is a wireless 
communication application ([0024]) and the step of receiving a request for use of an 
application from the wireless device comprises the steps of: receiving a connection 
request to a destination telephone number from the wireless device ([0024], "playing 
interactive game with a remote party...") device to the destination telephone; and 
recording a connection time for a duration of the wireless device being connected to the 
destination telephone ([0035]). 

Regarding claim 3, Wells further teaches the step of adjusting the available 
resource information according to the use of the application comprises the step of 
subtracting the connection time from the available resource information (column 1 1 lines 
4-14). 

Regarding claim 4, Wells further teaches that the application is a game 
application including the steps of receiving a connection request to a selected game 
from the wireless device, connecting the wireless device to the selected game and 
recording a connection time for a duration of the wireless device being connected to the 
selected game (column 2 line 54 to column 7 line 20). 

Regarding claim 5, the combination of Yu and Wells discloses the invention but 
does not explicitly disclose the steps of subtracting the connection time from the 
available resource information. However, since Wells already disclose the available 
credit remaining in user's account (column 8 line 47 to column 9 line 24), it would have 
been obvious and well within the level of a person of ordinary skill in the art to subtract 
the connection time from the available resource information in order to allow the user to 
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use only the credit that he has purchased and may be request the user to purchase 
more credit (increase in revenue). 

Regarding claim 14, Yu discloses a method for tracking use of an application on 
a wireless device (abstract, see figures 1-4 and descriptions), capable of 
communicating with a server through a wireless communication network (figure 1 , see 
description), comprising the steps of: 

receiving a subscription plan information for the application (figure 3); in 
response to the subscription plan information received, establishing a subscription plan 
for a user (figure 3), wherein the subscription plan includes an available resource 
information (figure 4); receiving a request for activating the application (figure 4); in 
response to the request for activation, activating the application (inherent); in response 
to activating the application, adjusting the available resource information to reflect the 
activation of the application (figure 4); and displaying the available resource information 
to the user (inherent). 

However, Yu does not explicitly disclose the step of adjusting the available 
resource information before displaying the available resource information to the wireless 
device. 

In an analogous art, Wells teaches a wireless game player system (abstract, 
figures 4-5). Wells further teaches the step of adjusting the available resource 
information before transmitting the available resource information to the wireless device 
(columns 9-1 1 , specifically line 4-14 of column 11). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the steps of adjusting the available 
resources before transmitting to the user, as taught by Wells, to the system of Yu in 
order to inform user of the available credit (time left) before using the application in 
order to have an informed decision before using the application (control one's money by 
not spend more than the available credit that the user initially set aside). 

Regarding claim 15, Yu further teaches the step of receiving a subscription plan 
information comprises the steps of: connecting to the server; and receiving the 
subscription plan information from the server ([0027] - [0034]). 

Regarding claim 16, Yu further teaches the step of receiving a subscription plan 
information comprises the step of receiving the subscription plan information from the 
user (figure 3 and description). 

Regarding claim 17, Yu further teaches that the application is a wireless 
communication application and the step of receiving a request for activating the 
application comprises the step of receiving a destination telephone number ([0024]," 
such as when playing an interactive game with other user"). 

Regarding claim 18, Yu further teaches the steps of: connecting the wireless 
device to the server; and requesting the wireless device to be connected to a device 
associated with the destination telephone number (inherent when playing an interactive 
game with other user, see [0024]). 

Regarding claim 19, Yu further teaches the step of adjusting the available 
resource information to reflect the activation of the application comprises the steps of: 
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recording a connection time for a duration of the wireless device being connected to the 
device associated with the destination telephone number; and subtracting the 
connection time from the available resource information ([0045]). 

Regarding claims 20-22, 35-36 these claims substantially contain the same 
limitations as in claims 4-5 and are interpreted and rejected for the same reasons as 
given in the rejection of claims 4-5. 

Regarding claims 6 and 23, Wells further teaches the steps of: receiving a first 
setting for a first threshold; comparing the available resource information against the 
first setting; and if the available resource information is less than or equal to the first 
setting, providing a notification to the user (column 9 line 25 to column 1 1 line 15). 

Regarding claims 7 and 24, Yu further teaches that the first setting is a time 
period ([0004], [0045]). 

Regarding claims 8 and 25, Wells further teaches that the first setting is a 
money amount (column 9 line 25 to column 11 line 15). 

Regarding claims 9, 26, 37 and 40, Wells further teaches the steps of: receiving 
a second setting for a second threshold; comparing the connection time against the 
second setting; and if the connection time is greater than or equal to the second setting, 
providing a notification to the user (column 10 lines 37-49). 

Regarding claims 10, 27, 38 and 41, Wells further teaches that the second 
setting is a time period (column 10 lines 37-49). 

Regarding claims 11, 28, 39 and 42, Wells further teaches that the second 
setting is a money amount (column 9 line 25 to column 1 1 line 15). 
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Regarding claim 12, the combination of Yu and Wells discloses the invention but 
does not disclose the steps of: comparing a current date with a predetermined date; and 
if the current data matches the predetermined date, resetting the available resource 
information to a default value. However, resetting a data to the default value is well 
known and widely use and the Examiner takes Official Notice of such use. The 
motivation for resetting a data value to the default value is for the benefit of the service 
provider, by resetting data to a default value, the service provider does not have to 
honor the credit once it is expired. 

Regarding claims 13, 30, and 44, the combination of Yu and Wells discloses the 
invention but does not disclose the steps of comparing a current date with a 
predetermined date; and if the current data matches the predetermined date, archiving 
the usage information. However, archiving a usage information is well known and widely 
use and the Examiner takes Official Notice of such use. The motivation for archiving the 
usage information is for record keeping once the data are not likely to be changed. 

Regarding claim 32, this claim merely reflect the computer program necessary 
for performing the method steps of claim 14 and is therefore rejected for the same 
reasons. 

3. Claims 29, 33-34, 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yu in view of Wells and in further view of Jiddou ("Jiddou"; U.S. Patent Application 
Publication Number 2004/0266392 A 1). 

Regarding claims 29 and 43, the combination of Yu and Wells discloses the 
invention but does not disclose the steps of: comparing a current date with a 
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predetermined date; and if the current data matches the predetermined date, resetting 
the available resource information to a default value. 

In an analogous art, Kim teaches the method for automatic calling unit 
replenishment of calling units for a wireless communications device (abstract). Jiddou 
further teaches the steps of: comparing a current date with a predetermined date; and if 
the current data matches the predetermined date, resetting the available resource 
information to a default value (figure 2, blocks 225, 230, 235, please se e description on 
page 3). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the steps of adjusting the available 
resources to a default value, as taught by Jiddou, to the system of Yu and Wells in order 
to give to the user the full credit / access to the resource each and every month that the 
user subscribed (has a commitment /contract) with the service provider. 

Regarding claim 33, Jiddou further teaches that the application is a wireless 
communication application (see figure 1 and description) and the step of receiving a 
request for use of an application from the user further comprises the steps of: receiving 
a connection request to a destination telephone number from the user (figure 1); 
connecting a computing device to the destination telephone number (figure 1); and 
recording a connection time for a duration of the computing device being connected to 
the destination telephone number (figure 2). 

Regarding claim 34, Jiddou further teaches the step of adjusting the available 
resource information according to the use of the application further comprises the step 
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of subtracting the connection time from the available resource information (figure 2, 
block 220). 

CONCLUSION 

Applicant's amendment filed 11/07/05 necessitated the new ground(s) of 
rejection presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sonny TRINH whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7927. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester KINCAID can be reached on 571-272-7922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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